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The Europeans Arrive in the Americas
I have some reasons why I think Columbus plated the flag of Spain immediately he landed. The first reason why I feel Columbus planted the flag of Spain directly he landed merely is because he believed that he had found an Island. Little did Columbus know that in fact, the soil was in South America in Paria Peninsula which is present-day known as Venezuela. Secondly, since Columbus was a very deeply religious man, he believed that the Island which was so fertile was the Garden of Eden. Again, he thought that he had stumbled the whole continent after being faced with the scale of the river and also the surrounding region. Lastly, Columbus planted the flag of Spain because it appeared like inhabited before and claimed it to be part of Spain by naming it Isla Santa. Planting of the flag in American soil was intended to symbolize the kingdoms that formed Spain.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In my own opinion, I think Columbus felt that Spanish civilization was superior to the native civilization that he encountered on the island. There are a variety of features that Columbus thought that civilization had. The first feature that Columbus thought that civilization had is people not being easily converted to another religion. The people he met on the island were so friendly and he perceived that they could much quickly switch to their holy faith which was Christianity by gentle means than by force. Secondly, civilization should have people who are well off and not poor people as they seemed on the island. The people on the island were so desperate to exchange items such as javelins, balls of cotton thread and parrots with the articles they presented such as glass beads, and hawk's bells. Another feature that Columbus believed civilization had is being decently dressed to cover the nudity. Being decently dressed was different from their expectations since people on the island were naked more so the girls who were not above thirty years of age. The fourth feature that Columbus thought civilization had is weapons to protect oneself from enemies. However, regarding the people on the island they had none as when presented with swords they cut themselves through ignorance. Fifth, civilization should not tolerate any aspect of ingenious. However, regarding the island people learned very quickly words presented to them an element that made them to easily be carried as slaves to serve Columbus highness back at home.
Some of the resources that Columbus described on this island include parrots, fish, balls of cotton thread and javelins. The items presented were essential to Columbus team as they would have something to offer back at home. Secondly, the balls of cotton could serve as one of the leading trading items with other nations which were in plenty on the island. Having a variety of fish was also crucial to the Columbus team since this could be used to feed the population back at home. Therefore, since the society where Columbus came from seemed to be a bit civilized, the resources as mentioned earlier were significant to Columbus as they could use for their wellbeing.
After arriving at the island, Columbus believed that he was at the Garden of Eden. Some of the clues in the reading that tells us that were the very green trees and many streams of water. Also, the green trees with diverse sorts of fruits was another indication that he was at the Garden of Eden. Again, he met amicable people who came swimming in the boat and brought them gifts which were completely naked. Although he never saw women exposed, at least he saw girls not above thirty years of age with beautiful shapes and faces and short hair. Consequently, having no weapons also became another reason to believe that he was in the Garden of Eden as learned in Christianity. All the reasons above make me think that Columbus thought he was at the Garden of Eden as he met people who were extremely uncivilized.
